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not deny the advantages of such a procedure. ... He thinks
one might demand among other things the establishment
of an Austro-Hungarian agency in Belgrade to watch from
there the Greater Serbia machinations, and also the disso-
lution of societies and the dismissal of compromised officers.
The time-limit for this answer ought to be made as short
as possible, perhaps 48 hours. To be sure, even this short
time-limit would suffice for Belgrade to get directions from
St. Petersburg. Should the Serbians accept all the demands
made, this would be a solution which would be "very un-
welcome" to him, and therefore he was thinking how he
could frame demands which would make Serbia's acceptance
wholly impossible.
Finally the Minister complained again of Count Tisza's
attitude, which made difficult for him an energetic action
•against Serbia. Count Tisza maintained that one must
proceed "gentleman-like," but this was hardly appropriate,
when such important interests of state were at issue, and
especially toward such an opponent as Serbia.70
Thus; by July 9, Berchtold had secured the approval of
Francis Joseph and Tisza to the idea that some demands
should be presented to Serbia, but not in the form of an
ultimatum, the terms of which were to be deliberately
framed to make acceptance impossible. Nevertheless, he
secretly proceeded with this second purpose. On July 11
he told Tschirschky that he had summoned Tisza to Vienna
for a conference on July 14, when he hoped the document
would be finally drafted:
So far as he [Berchtold] could say today, the chief
demands on Serbia would be to request that the King should
officially and publicly make a declaration, and publish it
as an army order, that Serbia abandons the policy of a
Greater Serbia; secondly, the institution of an Austro-
Hungarian Government agency which should watch over
the strict observance of this declaration. The time-limit
to Tschirschky to Berlin, .F.O., July 10; KD., 29.

